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].B. Vander Ark’s
GREALEST HILS
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J.B, "Van" Vander Ark has retired from retirement once befara in his iife. How do we know he won't do it again? "W don’t,” he said.

The longtime conductor is leaving the Prime Time Band on a high note



By CHARLOTTE ROECHLER
NEWS-PFIESS STAFF WHETEI

BiEp U Priame Time

Band puts on s

10h  Anniversary

Coneert on Sundny,

e el biemee will,
nodoubt, hesr sl knds of intenesting
songmds

SnifMling muy be one of U

“Uinthe last plece, [ thinkihere will
be some toars,” ndmitted conductor
LB Van™ Vander Ark

That's becuuse it will be his fimal
perfonmanee with the seniors-only
band. After leading them for almoest a
decade, the Tl-vear-old is retiring his
baboi. He informed tee group about
the decision eardier this year.

I was such a difficult evening,”
recalled Mr. Vander Ark sitting
befere practice inside his offfoe ofl
the music reom sl La Coling Junior
High. “These ane my kids. My adult
kids.”

Iv'8 easy 1o see why he thinks of
e m thad Mr. VanderArk aband
teaclver for 35 years al Lhe school, wiks
Jjust i coaiple of years into his retine-
menl whien he was mpproached with
lhllI-cl-|‘.'.||||’!-.|.'|:r'l.||i5\'!hrhp.m| 10wy
long beefore he realized that it wisat
much dillerent than whod he haod
been dodng before, He had (o ke a
|:|||.I:||'r|ufllu*:pu.'n-'ru'ud>.I|;|d|'-|:||:\..'|r||:|
teach tem lbow o play in the same
o Uhat bie hid used Uirovighout his
cimEr. same practiced, some didn't
Others foreol thistr noesic. Angd somie,
like Silvio IH Lopeto proved on a
recent day, were nearly always tardy

I wess G230 pom o o Tuesefay — the
day they typleally practice. Most of
the band was already warming up
Barl therewasnoign ofMr. I Lopetn,
™.

“He often emmes about 8 minute
before,” said Mr, Vander Ark, lower-
ing his head snd locking sternly
through his wire-frumed glisses. One
had towosder Fit was *“the look™ Mr
D Loretosaid he hos cometo know so
will

Eightl minules passed.

‘Az youl can see,” sald Mr, Vander
Ark, “the chairs are Mlling up.”

5o, Mr: Di Loreto’s here?

“Nope, 1S oo eardy For him”

With just one mimule o spare, Mr,
IH Loreto linally walked through the
doar, clarinet in hind

SO, let's slarl” said Mr. Vonder
Ark. He stood st the firond ol the mooam
a8 he hid all those years before

holding his bmton in his right hand,
which trembled slightly

It was precisely 6:45 p.m

It thiant ko of disel pline Ut Mr
I Loreto sald e will miss most

He's ot happy unlbess he beging

practice ot 645 pm.," explalned the
Santa Barbara businessman. “We
used o meet firom T tof pom., but mow
we et from G645 o i pm He snuck
Lhat in

As the band launched into Uwsr
firsi song for the upooming concert,
o could tell the extra practice has
paid off Bt they didnt always sound

st way. When the band first farmed,
13 of the 33 members had never
played a0 instrument. Mr, Vander
Ark recalled their first rehesrsal
whien they attempbed “Mary Had a
Litle Lamb.”

W wone like in five different keys
althesame time,” hesaid. “Whenyou
s Lhe expressions on their faeces,
ey didn know il they should lawgh
orery. | hisl o sitdown bocmese [ wis
Imighing =0 hargl™

Carel Anderson didnt have o
worty  pbout sounding bad. She
coulbdnt ged o sound oul ofhwer Aule al

CONCERT

Tha Primea Tima Band's 10th
Anniversary Concart will be
hald at 3 p.m. Sunday at the
Ban Marcos High School
Auditorium, 4750 Hollister Ave.
in Santa Barbara.
Rafreshiments will be sarved
following the concert.
Admission ks frea. For mome
information about jeining the
Prima Time Band, call band
manage Kathy Barthowiak af
BE4-B58T or go to
www, piiband. o

Mr. Vander Ark's advice to
his successor? “Patience,”
e sabd,

mll when she firel stirted. Adthough
sheplayed planoand themellophane
as @ kid, she decided 10 ake on the
Mutewhenshe joimed the Prime Time
Band. She originally went with her
them Edyearcld mother. M
Anderson’s hushond, Foger, came
nlongjust iodrivethem, butended up
staying himself.

“Some oflus kadn't had o chince to
play music sinee we loft sehoal,” suid
Mrs. Anderson, 70, of Carpinderia
“Bomwe of us pul our instruments

Pliease see MUSIC on DB



Band strikes a chord with seniors

H MUSIC
Coitereieed firoen Frage [

oy For 50 years"

She still pemenbess Prime Time
Band's first concert.

“We were oll 50 pervous beeness
sl of us hodn performed musl-
cally in public before. We laugh 1o
this duy about how tensed up people
were,” ahe sald “Sosme peope even
il kel bt taking tramipu i lipers just
sy Ly eould ged through it

Sinee thean the Prinse Time Band
has performed more than 100 eon-
ceris Mr. Vander Ark vas oniginndly
approschod with the ides by George
Pendergast, whoset son he had once
tought and Later becsme o drummer
in the band Dishwalli. Mr Pender
gasd had heard about the New Hor-
pons progimum back cast whe re bands
wer boing fonmed (o those 50 and
older and figured one might be
popular hero, Thene ane now oong
Ut 100 such bands in the Cnited
Suites and Coangida,

“He spenik all this money on drums
and lessons for his son,” ssid Mr
Vander Ark It was his fum,”

Originally, therewere 3 members
under Me. Vander Ark’s [eadership
— muoyw Lhere are i Theytake upihe
whodeband room ol LaCol inp Junior
High. Bul these students, unlike the
others whio usethe space, doq | share
musiestands—being near-sighted or

makes that dificult In

fiuct, Mr. Vander Ark uses 6 micnoe-

= phone sinee many of thim sre hand

of hearing. There are times, though,

when more of them probably wish
ey e,

“He likes @0 well & lot of blonde
jokes,” said Mre Anderson, a hotiled
Blonde, with i lnugh,

This nighl’s practice was no
exceplbod.

“We have, (e e hange, twoblonde
jokes,” pnpounced Mr. Yander Ark
during o break

“Big ehange! proaned o blond
NMute player ln the fronk row

He Jaunched into it A blonde ks
I boyiriend to belp ber with a jis
saw puzzbe. He picks ap the box and

%1t hars boen

the most rewarding
experience of my life.?

J.B. “Van" Vander Ark,
retiing conductor of
thr Prima Tirme Band

tiells herthere snoway they aregoing
io be abde to put it back together to
ke i ok 1ikoe L Biger o thie bo
“Thien the boyfriend says, ‘Now
let’s past all the Frosted Flakes hack
in thie box,' " said Mr. Vindor Ak
All of o sudden, severn]l band
mehers held upsigns with diflerems
numbers on them: six, nine, four,
cight They actually mete his jokes.
But the blond flute pliyer in the

firuasl row shol ug bier band instead.

"Idun'tgr-ut!?ﬁm'imll?‘ﬁbw snitd
playfully. -

JielTPeterso, whe is Beking ovier as
conduclor, says he will probably
conlinue the joke-telling tradition
S k5 e mnny good i it?

“Mo” he =aid, ‘bl they politely
lough anyway.”

U puntil now, Mr, Peterson,a music
teacher ol Goletn YVolley Junior High
Sehool, mlso has beon serving os the
coficlsctor of the Prime Time Sikver

Band, which is forbeginning seitors
He also has (led v for Mr, Vander
Ark when necded, He was asked Lo
take on the position permancptly
wien Mr Vander Ark decided he
wanted Lo redine to sgaend miore time
with his funily and pursue other
imlerests, like trovelling Truth be
tixld, that’s prohably the only way be
vollld get to be in the Prime Time
Band,

AL 48, Mr. Peterson isnt even old
encugh b join

But, he poimis oul, by the Bme b
becsines contdustor in January, he
rcan. Membirs hove ol ol least S
thie vear thak Uy pedn

“He's =0 much younger tan we
are, wie like 1o lease him obout Use
maesle thot he docsn't recognize,”
pdmitted Mrs Amderson “Themes
soane gongs, forexample, from World
War 11 we were pliving. He didn
evei repember hearing any of
thism,"”

Dross Uunt ey M. Peterson, who
pliys clectrie bass o the hose band
ol The Jarnes Jovee on Friduy nights,
will be changiie the kind of funes
thisy play? Say, from sock-hop Lo
hip-hog®

“I don think so0,” he said with a
knargh. “There's mol too maech heany
meti] written for concer band, T god
tov el yoar | hive mo inberest in rap,
Hip-hop doesn't do moch for me.”

Hi pealizes, though, thad while the
music and format won? change
much, there will =till b an
adjustment.

“Wereally cantre plice Vin We'll
have andher condclor, He's sub-
slibubed for Van aned we Lke Bim neal
well,” said Lee Schmedes, TH of
Crialictin, wha las bpen pliving Lrosi-
b b h bag il inee thebeginning
“Hut there's no replicing him ™

The feeling It would scem, s
midual,

When Mr. Vander Ark was ashed
what song best represents his time
with the Prime Time Band, he didn't
hesitale

“I's a song we can't even play in
orr last coneer becawse it would be
too emotion,” e smid.
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